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would be no foundation for our reception of him, nor
any reason for welcoming him as a brother. Because
there is only one life, and one nature, therefore the man
who denies is God, as is he who affirms. Therefore each
has a right to come; only the one who affirms knows
why he welcomes his brother, and the one who denies is
ignorant, and knows not why he has a right within our
ranks. But those of us who try to be Theosophistb in
reality, as well as in name, we understand why it is that
we make him welcome, and it is based on this sane idea,
that a man can see the truth best by studying it, and
not by repeating formulae that he does not understand.
What is the use of putting a dogma before a man and
saying: "You must repeat that before you can come
into my Church " ? If the man repeats it not under-
standing it, he is outside, no matter how much you bring
him in ; and if he sees it, there is no need to make that
as a portal to your fellowship. And we believe, we of
the Theosophical Society, that just because the intellect
can only do its best work in its own atmosphere of
freedom, truth has the best chance of being seen when
you do not make any conditions as to the right of in-
vestigation, as to the claim to seek. To us, truth is so
supreme a thing that we do not desire to bind any man
with conditions as to how, or where, or why, he shall
seek it. These things, we say, we know are true; and
because we know they are true, come amongst us, even
though you do not believe them, and find out for yourself
whether they be true or not. And the man is better
worth having when he comes in an unbeliever, and wins
to the knowledge of the truth, than is the facile believer